
Moving Forward Newsletter 
The ‘Moving Forward’ team met on Wednesday 21st September at Stapleford to continue our discussions 
on how best to work together as a community. This was followed by a brief meeting on 19th October at 
Ilkeston to review the attached questionnaire. 

As a reminder, the ‘Moving Forward Team are the following people, led by Father Paul Newman: 

St John the Evangelist Our Lady and St Thomas Our Lady of Good Counsel 

Lisa Sanderson-French (PPC Chair)*♦ 
Alison Peck*♦ 
Luisa Pancisi*♦ 
Phil Langfield 

Giuseppe Prati (PPC Chair)*♦ 
Pat Summerfield*♦ 
Maurice Ward*♦ 
John Stocks* 

Marilyn Blackburn (PPC Chair)*♦ 
Tracey Wood*♦ 
Lee Summers♦ 
Anna Fitzpatrick 

*= present at the meeting on 21st September.  ♦ = present at the meeting on 19th October 

Mass times 
We have been running with the new Mass times for a few weeks now, and a reasonable attendance has 
been seen at each service. It has been good to see people attending whichever of the three church’s times 
works best for them, and although many have found the changes challenging, we do know of some people 
who are now able to attend their ‘own’ church whereas they couldn’t before for various reasons. 

The Mass times are not fixed permanently, and Father Paul and Father Joby are both finding Sunday 
morning difficult in terms of time between the services. There is very little time if anyone wants to see the 
priest before either has to dash off somewhere else. We are still in the ‘trying it out’ period. 

A single community 
In many ways, we are already starting to become single community comprising three parishes. Many of the 
changes that have already happened follow logically from the fact that we now have a single Parish Priest 
(with temporary assistance from Father Joby John) caring for us all. For example, a single bulletin coving all 
three parishes means that one person does not have to work on three separate documents when much of 
the information is the same for all of them. (Stapleford and Ilkeston had already combined their bulletins, 
for exactly the same reason, when Father Andrew had both parishes in his care.) 

We are now working towards combining more of the pastoral and administrative burden, forming one 
Catholic parish with three churches: Our Lady of Good Counsel, Our Lady and St Thomas of Hereford, and St 
John the Evangelist. Being recognised as a single community gives us some strength. We will be a single 
parish combining all of the parishioners from the three existing parishes. We can share more easily the 
work we do. Instead of a small number of individuals in each parish volunteering for the same tasks, many 
areas can be combined. 

One of the very practical things to be combined as a single parish would be a single bank account for the 
receipt of money and the payment of bills. If we want to, we can still record separately (for example) how 
much candle money and hall rental money comes from each location, and we would still need to record the 
loose plate separately for each place of worship (as this is a requirement for Gift Aid). But a lot of the 
behind-the-scenes passing of bits of paper and information from one administrative team to another would 
no longer be necessary. 

Next meeting 
Our next meeting is planned for 22nd November 2022, 7pm, at Our Lady of Good Counsel, Eastwood. 

  



One Community 
Our intention is to form one Parish containing the churches of Our Lady of Good Counsel (Eastwood), Our 
Lady and St Thomas of Hereford (Ilkeston) and St John the Evangelist (Stapleford). We have produced this 
questionnaire as a quick way of you giving your views. 

The new parish will incorporate the existing churches, and the schools that are served by our parish priest 
(St Thomas, primary school at Ilkeston; The Priory, primary school at Eastwood; St John Houghton, 
secondary school at Ilkeston). 

We already share a Parish Priest. Our aim is to share some of the other roles, increasing their effectiveness 
and reducing the burden on a small number of volunteers. 

If you would rather talk to someone instead of writing down your thoughts, you can talk to anyone on the 
Moving Forward Team (including Father Paul) and can attend a meeting to be held at Stapleford on 
Wednesday 9th November from 6.30pm to 7pm. Please use the back of this sheet if you need more space. 

How do you feel about the merging of the existing parishes into a single parish? 

Please select one of the options below 

 I think it’s a good idea 
Any comments? 

 I’m not happy about it, but understand it’s necessary 

 I’m worried about it (please tell us why) 

One of the things we will need is a name, and we’re inviting suggestions… 

We need a name, giving us an identity. The name could be geographically based or could be related to a 
saint or other Catholic concept. For example, another parish within our Diocese is called “The Catholic 
Community of the Annunciation of Rushcliffe”. 

We have suggested some possibilities but are keen to hear your ideas. Please select any you would be 
comfortable with and put any of your own suggestions in the box. Thank you. 

 Our Lady and Saints 
Any other suggestions? 

 Blessed Trinity 

 The Light of the Spirit 

Please return this page by Saturday 19th/Sunday 20th November – put it in the box at the back of church. 

What happens next? 
Our formal request for become a single parish comprising three separate churches has to go through an 
approval process. 

On 24th November, our proposal will be presented at a Deanery meeting. After that, it will go to the Council 
of Priests (who are meeting before Christmas) and finally to the Bishop’s Council for formal approval. 

It is only after this process has been completed and the new parish officially exists that we can begin any 
part of the process that involves our new identity. This includes such things as official registers and financial 
matters. 
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