
Minutes of Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 

Our Lady and St Thomas, Ilkeston 

Our Lady of Good Counsel, Eastwood 

Saint John the Evangelist, Stapleford 

 

Held on Tuesday 3rd May 2022 

 

Attending: 

Father Andrew  - Ilkeston / Stapleford 

Father Paul   - Eastwood 

Luisa Pancisi   - Stapleford 

Alison Peck   - Stapleford 

Maurice Ward   - Stapleford 

Lisa Sanderson-French - Stapleford (Chair) 

Philomena Langfield  - Stapleford 

Pat Summerfield  - Ilkeston 

Giuseppe Prati  - Ilkeston (Chair) 

Marilyn Blackburn  - Eastwood (Chair) 

Tracey Wood   - Eastwood 

Lee Summers   - Eastwood 

Anna Fitzpatrick  - Eastwood 

 

1. Welcome 

 

Father Andrew welcomed everybody to the first meeting of the ‘Moving 

Forward’ team 

 

2. Apologies and introductions 

 

Apologies were received from John Stocks, Ilkeston. 

 

3. Moving Forward objectives 

 

Father Andrew outlined the objectives: 

• To present a roadmap to the Bishop in September 2022 

• Finalise the merger by September 2023, which can be flexible and 

doesn’t mean that everything will need to be accomplished in this time 



• Layout the framework and not consider alternatives within this group, 

this will be worked in parallel within the Stapleford parish 

• Establish dates for integration of the parishes and the practical issues 

this involves 

 

4. Questions for consideration 

 

a) What role will the Curia play within the merger, how will they help us? 

b) Will the Curia support parish administration or does that stay local? 

c) When does the integration of PPC and finance committees start? 

d) When will a new parish name be created? 

e) Who will administer the sale of Stapleford? 

f) Which church will be the HQ for the new parish and what impact will 

this mean for the empty house 

 

5. Newsletter 

 

The group felt a regular newsletter would be a good idea to circulate around 

the 3 parishes, including those who are unable to attend mass.  This will 

explain – who we are, the plans and the goals towards the merger. 

Communication will certainly help the congregations keep up to date and 

perhaps the Chair of each PPC could say a few words after the weekend 

masses.   

Alison agreed to put the newsletter together for distribution and for inclusion 

on noticeboards and websites. 

 

6. Joint sub-committees 

 

Parish representatives of the following groups will arrange to meet together, 

discussing the practical issues with merger procedures: 

▪ Finance (to include Gift Aid) 

▪ Administration 

▪ Safeguarding 

▪ Health & Safety / Maintenance 

 

7. Sacramental programmes 

 

Alison suggested working backwards with a timeline of dates for Holy 

Communion, Confirmation, Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, RCIA.  This 

means a smooth process of joint sacraments within the new parish. 

Father Paul and Father Andrew will also begin a pulpit exchange at various 

times to begin the transition of working within 2 churches. 

 

  



8. New mass times 

 

Mass times for the new parish need to be agreed to include one vigil mass 

and two Sunday masses, before School masses can be arranged. 

Things to consider are buses between Eastwood and Ilkeston and the viability 

of a mini-bus to enable those that need transport to continue to attend mass. 

Car share could also be a positive arrangement. 

Giuseppe agreed to find out the bus timetables for weekends. 

 

Giuseppe discussed a previous idea of distributing a Christmas card which 

included mass times and the seasonal events being held, this was a nice idea 

and would be more important covering 2 church services. 

 

9. Regularity of joint meetings 

It was confirmed that the Moving Forward group should continue to meet once 

a month, perhaps extending the time as things progress. 

 

10. Any other business 

 

No correspondence was received by the VG and Father Paul will follow this 

up. 

Does the Curia have a checklist of how to merge parish churches which could 

help the group and make sure things aren’t missed out? 

Father Andrew will follow-up with Rachel at the Diocese about the ownership 

of the Stapleford land. 

The Stapleford hall is rented out regularly and Alison agreed to put together 

an analysis of income and expenditure. 

The Ilkeston May Day Procession is being held on 22nd May at 3pm – all are 

welcome. 

 

11. Date of next meeting 

 

Wednesday 25th May -  7.30pm, Ilkeston 

 

 

 

Father Andrew closed the meeting with a prayer 

 

 

 


