
Dear Parents, I hope that you have had a lovely summer break and you 
have managed to spend some quality time together with your family.  This 
is the second time I have sent an August edition of the newsletter – the first 
time was last year.  I wish to follow up from the July newsletter – especially 
as it is clearer about how we can all return to school safely. 
 
Reception Class Return in September: All our Foundation Stage pupils will 
join us for a period of transition on Wednesday 1st September. School will 
be open for these pupils only, as it is important that our new pupils get the 
chance to settle in to the school in a well-managed way, so that they can 
get to know their surroundings; meet their own teachers – as well as tour 
the school and meet all the staff.  Half of the class (the older pupils) will 
come to school at 9am until 11.30am and the younger group of children will 
come from 12.45pm to 3.15pm. Please note, there will be no school dinners 
on this day – and you may wish to pack your child with a snack and a drink. 
On the following two days (Thursday 2nd and Friday 3rd September) the 
older group of Reception pupils only will attend school along with all the 
other year groups – this process helps to embed routines for this group of 
pupils, so that in the following week (when the younger group of children 
arrive) they are able to learn routines from the older group of pupils. This is 
a tried and tested system that has worked successfully for years in helping 
our new starters overcome the barriers faced when starting school. 
When arriving at school, please come down the drive and into the 
Foundation Stage Area (via the green gates) from 8.50am onwards – as 
school is due to begin at 9.00am for our Foundation Stage pupils, whilst we 
transition them into school-life. School timings are 9.00am to 3.05pm for 
Reception pupils – with the setting being open from 8.50am each day.  
When collecting pupils from the Early Years setting – always do so from the 
outside play area (through the green gates). 
Finally, Miss Cottrell will be in touch with each family separately before 
Reception pupils join us on Wednesday, in order to tell you which group 
your son or daughter is in.  We look forwards to welcoming our new 
children to school in September and are excited to see the wonderful 
contributions they will bring to our school community. 

Return to school in September 2021: During the height of the Pandemic, 
schools learned new ways of operating, that were somewhat forced on us 
who work in the education sector. Some of these changes led to a more 
positive, safer way of working. The academy trust, school governors and the 
government are keen that schools keep the procedures which proved 
successful. The procedures for entering and leaving school worked 
particularly well – so from September, the school is still set to operate 
staggered start and end times.  
 
Start times 

• Year 5 and Year 6: 8.35am 
Siblings from other classes will also start at this time and go to ‘the 
breakfast club bubbles’ where children are by this time playing outside. A 
member of staff will be at the top of the drive – and pupils will line up 
either side of the drive, ready to be collected by their Classteacher or a 
Teaching Assistant. 
 

• Year 3 and Year 4: 8:45am  

• Year 1 and Year 2: 8:55am 
Again, younger siblings will also start at this time and go to ‘the breakfast 
club bubbles’ where children are by this time playing outside. Like last year, 
a member of staff will be at the top of the drive – and pupils will line up 
either side of the drive, ready to be collected by their Classteacher or a 
Teaching Assistant. 
 

• Reception Class: 9.00am – although parents are free to take children 
down the drive and to the setting – certainly for the first few weeks. 

 
At the end of each day – please utilise all of the space on both playgrounds 
when entering school premises – please do not stand in the area that 
connects both playgrounds as this needs to be kept clear for access.  When 
coming down the school drive, please walk on the right-hand side of the 
drive (yellow arrows have been painted on the ground as a reminder). Also, 
you may wish to wear a mask; this is optional and entirely your decision. 



End times 
We have staggered the end of the day so that Reception pupils are 
collected at 3.05pm. Then, Year Groups 1 and 2 are collected at 3.10pm. 
Key Stage 2 (Year Groups 3 to 6) are collected at 3.15pm – all from the 
playground. 
 
Using the school and surrounding grounds: The drive is never completely 
cleared until 3.25/3.30pm so please do not think you have to rush out of 
school or rush into school if running a few minutes late (social distancing is 
still extremely important, as is moving around away from large crowds). 
By taking things slow and steady, we hope to have all pupils collected just 
before 3.30pm – in an orderly way to ensure everyone’s safety.  To do this 
effectively, please: 

• Spread out over both playgrounds 

• Wait patiently for up to 10 minutes before an older sibling is 
dismissed  

• Arrange with Miss Fisher if your child (Year 6 only) has special 
permission to leave and meet with you outside school 

• Do not linger around on the school drive; we will politely ask you to 
move on  

• Do not park directly opposite the school drive – the highway code 
stresses that you should not park opposite yellow zig-zag lines 

• Use the time as shown on your mobile phone, as this is the time we 
use in school. 

 
After school club: Initially, the after-school club will run in 2 sessions; with a 
group of pupils being collected at 4.30pm.  Instead of traditional sports and 
activities, the after-school club will continue with child-initiated games – 
with those staying later than 4.30pm continuing to receive juice and a 
snack.  However, plans are in place to set up clubs again, which will operate 
from 3.15 to 4.30pm.  When these have been organised and timetabled, I 
will update you in September’s newsletter about the range of clubs which 
the school will offer.  In turn, Miss Cottrell will be in touch with you to 
provide information about the costs of each club and each session. 

Breakfast Club: For all parents/carers –and especially those new to our 
school –we have a breakfast club which starts at 7.30am each morning. At 
the club, the children enjoy a selection of breakfast items and enjoy a social 
and fun time with their friends. We offer a wide range of breakfast cereals 
and drinks and try to introduce the children to new tastes and foods. After 
breakfast the children can play an assortment of games before going 
outside for some fresh air before the start of the school day. Again, Miss 
Cottrell will be in touch with you shortly to provide information about the 
cost of coming to the breakfast club. 
 
Toddler Group: In June and July, I had the pleasure of visiting the toddler 
group at the church social centre.  It was so refreshing to see the 
community of parents coming together and working so hard to make the 
environment such a happy, busy place for toddlers to explore. My thanks 
especially to Katy Smith, Nicola O’Malley and Debbie Lane for organising 
such a valuable resource for our parents and toddlers. The group will come 
together again on the morning of Tuesday 7th September 2021.  The group 
session runs from 9.15 to 11.15am on Tuesdays in term time. 
 
COVID-19 Update: It is still the case to not send your child to school if they 
are exhibiting any of the COVID-19 symptoms – a high temperature, a new 
continuous cough or changes to their senses of smell or taste. If anyone in 
your household is showing symptoms of COVID-19, they must arrange to 
have a PCR test, and the whole household must isolate until the results 
come back. Lateral flow tests must not be used; these are for people who 
do not have symptoms. If you have any concerns about COVID-19, please 
call the NHS 119 Service who will be able to advise you.  
 
Important Information: If you have recently changed your email address or 
mobile telephone number, then please remember to update the school 
office as this is important information in order to help us contact you with 
texts, or in an emergency, and to update Parentmail information.  Any 
medication to be administered in school is also vital for us to know about –
please contact Miss Cottrell in the office for guidance. 



Parking: Although there was a vast improvement in accessing the school 
from Raglan Street last year; largely due to the staggered start and end 
times, I still received information from local residents about cars being 
parked without consideration to the people who live in the nearby houses. 
Parents collecting their children have been seen parking on the pavements 
around the school; and, at times, dangerously double parking. This is 
problematic for our neighbours and for other road users. If you do park 
either illegally or inconsiderately towards others, then I make a plea to you 
to change your parking habits, as our children are ultimately at risk.   
If and when parking on the estate, please park with care and consideration 
for our neighbours and other road users. Cars are being parked directly 
opposite the school driveway – emergency vehicles could need access at 
any time so I urge you to not park directly opposite the school. Could I ask 
you to please consider parking in the church car park or on Hill Top?  Thank 
you for your help in this most important of matters.  
 

Pedestrian Entrance to access school each morning: During my last 
newsletter, I spoke about the potential of opening up a pedestrian entrance 
in order to help cut down the congestion and traffic in the vicinity of the 
school.  I am pleased to report good news, in respect to our neighbours 
with whom we share a driveway on Nottingham Road.  They have agreed, 
in principle, to the idea of us using the driveway – as it will also be good for 
the environment, as well as the health of those pupils who may wish to 
walk to school each morning. The entrance is currently used by our 
neighbours on Nottingham Road – as well as our ground’s maintenance 
team, and is situated between houses 314 and 316.  The footpath leads 
directly onto the top of our school field. 
The governing body is keen to trial the use of this entrance, for if it proves 
popular, then plans to make this entrance a permanent feature of the 
school – and one that could be opened for access after school as well as 
before, can then be put in place.  If we can aspire to have 30 pupils using 
this entrance, then that is the equivalent of one class of pupils not adding to 
the congestion experienced on Raglan Street. Please note, at this stage, the 
entrance is for morning access only – it will not be open in the evenings.  

Pedestrian Entrance opening times: From the first day of this term 
(Thursday 2nd September) a member of staff will stand on Nottingham Road 
from 8.35am to welcome parents and pupils who wish to walk this way to 
school.  Pupils will be directed down the path – where they can make their 
way to school, as they would when returning from the field after playtime 
or after doing PE.  All pupils are invited to access school from this entrance, 
although it may best suit Key Stage 2 pupils – as their playground and 
classrooms are at that side of the school. Pupils who come to school 
through this pedestrian entrance, will not line up on the school drive, but 
will join the children from the breakfast club – who at this time, will be 
playing outside. It is important to note, the gate will be open from 8.35am 
and will close promptly at 8.55am.  
 
Pedestrian Entrance Trial: This exercise remains a trial for the first term – 
until December, when a decision will be made whether or not to continue 
with this venture.  Its success depends entirely on the number of pupils 
who use it each morning.  Other factors to be considered were discussed 
with governors and with our neighbours with whom we share the path.  For 
instance, it is for pedestrians only – cars cannot park on this section of 
Nottingham Road. Parking is accessible at church, on Hill Top where a 
Pelican Crossing can be used; or on Scargill Avenue where a Zebra Crossing 
can be utilised to cross safely. I have informed our neighbours that we have 
well behaved children who display good manners – and that they will use 
the path sensibly to access school.  They are pleased to know this and want 
to play a part in helping keep our children safe on their journey to school.  I 
will keep them informed about how well the path is being used each 
morning.  That said, I really hope that more pupils are able to walk to school 
with their parents and access from the Nottingham Road entrance so that 
we can make it a permanent pedestrian entrance for many years to come. 
Finally, I would like to pass on my thanks and gratitude to the neighbours 
with whom we share our driveway on Nottingham Road – they were 
extremely welcoming when I paid them a visit and expressed their wishes 
that this venture be successful for the benefit of the school, the pupils who 
use it and the wider community. 



Cleaning position at school: You may be interested in working at school – 
or may know somebody who this may be of interest to.  If so, please share 
this information about a cleaning post at our school: 
Grade/SCP: NJC 2 
Salary: £19,356   Actual Salary: £2,588 per year 
Hours: 7.5 hours per week (starting at 3.30pm and ending at 5.00pm every 
day - Monday to Friday). 
Contract: Part-time – Permanent  
Start Date:  06.09.2021 
Based on 39 weeks per year. Term time only. 
 
The Saint Ralph Sherwin Catholic Multi Academy Trust supports the 
Governors of The Priory Catholic Academy in appointing a Cleaner for 7.5 
hours per week to join our friendly, team of staff.  The main duties and 
responsibilities are: 

• Have a flexible response to the school’s needs – and work as part of 
the whole staff team, supporting the school’s Catholic ethos, vision, 
aims and mission. 

• Keep the Site Manager fully informed on all matters regarding the 
premises and Health and Safety. In doing so attend training when 
requested and advise the Site Manager of ways to improve working 
practices and procedures. To act on whole school Health and Safety 
issues raised by the Site Manager. 

• Undertake such other duties as may be determined from time to 
time within the general scope of the post. Duties and responsibilities 
outside the general scope of the post will only be required with the 
general agreement of the post holder. 

• Be understanding towards the children and staff if they create 
unexpected mess and to always work with their best interests in 
mind; working to the highest standard with the minimum of 
supervision. 

• The cleaning of the premises will include: Toilet/Cloakroom 
Areas/Classrooms/Group Rooms/Staff Room/Offices/Meeting 
Rooms and Library Areas. 

The St Ralph Sherwin Catholic Multi-Academy Trust is committed to 
safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and 
expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. This post is 
subject to satisfactory references, which will be requested, prior to 
interview, an enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check, medical 
check, evidence of qualifications plus verification of the right to work in the 
UK. 
 
Closing date: Thursday 31st August 2021 (at Midday)         
 
Interviews: Friday 3rd September 2021  

 
How to apply: To apply go to our trust website 
www.srscmat.co.uk/Vacancies  to complete and return the following 
documents and send to vacancies@srscmat.co.uk.  
  
•           Support Staff Application Form 
•           Consent to Obtain References form 
•           Rehabilitation of Offenders Form 
•           Recruitment Monitoring Form 
 
Being part of the St Ralph Sherwin Catholic Multi Academy Trust 
On 1st September 2018, the St Ralph Sherwin Catholic Multi Academy Trust, 
part of the Diocese of Nottingham, brought together 25 Catholic schools 
located in Derby City, Derbyshire, Staffordshire, Nottinghamshire and 
Stockport.  For more information about our Trust and our Academies, 
please visit www.srscmat.co.uk   
 
Food for thought: Even the greatest was once a beginner. Don't be afraid to 
take that first step – Muhammad Ali 
 
Have a lovely, relaxing couple of weeks during the remainder of the school 
holidays. Look forward to seeing you all soon. 
God bless – Anthony Harrison (Headteacher)  
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